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Steps for taking pictures with the QTVR Head

1. Assemble tripod

· The leg lengths should be equal to start with – for a more accurate level.
· Extend the centre shaft fully – it's very heavy so it's best to do this before the head and camera are attached.

· If purchasing a tripod, it is good to have one with calibrations and a spirit level
2. Attach head

· Do this according to the demonstration.  Refer to the instructions that come with the head.
3. Attach camera

· The camera is best attached vertically - for largest panorama image of a decent proportion.  The camera can be used horizontally – it will use less film this way but the finished product will be incredibly skinny.

· The camera should be fixed parallel with the backing plate, and the head tilted to the desired angle.
· The camera should be tightly secured to the backing plate as it can move with the pressure of depressing the button.
· The focal point of camera lens should sit in the centre point of the tripod (where the light rays cross within the barrel of the lens).
4. Positioning tripod for scene

· For best results the camera should be level to reduce distortion in the final product.  

· Decide the angle or level you will shoot from. Look around the scene through the viewfinder to confirm before making finer adjustments to level the tripod.
5. Tips before taking pictures 

· If objects are very close to the camera, you increase the chances of distortion when it comes to stitching later.

· You can also take upper & lower views of the landscape or object, but this is for the advanced user and requires sophisticated software.

· If your camera has a zoom - as best as possible set to a standard zoom lens  30mm - 50mm. 

· Placing the camera off centre can give a more interesting effect.

6. Taking pictures

· Take an average light reading of the whole scene.  If fast moving clouds are overhead, wait for them to pass.  When you have calculated the exposure setting, take all photos as quickly as possible.

· Start on any dodgy areas.  It’s a good idea to retake the first shot again when you get back around to it to reduce chance of noticeable join if light condition has changed.
· If shooting a moving scene, as much as poss keep moving elements in the centre of the photo and away from overlapping edges.

· Be careful not to bump the tripod!

· It is best to allow for a large overlap of images, just in case you miss one.
7. Tips for indoor shots

· Small rooms are difficult. Try not to get too close to any object, especially if it has sharp noticeable edges.
· If using traditional film indoors, for best results use special film, and be aware of the different tones certain lights produce, eg fluro & tungsten. It's best to use 200 ASA or higher.  Light the room evenly.
OTHER NOTES

· With the Digi-cam, its a good idea to take small to medium size pictures on settings like (240 x 180, or 360 x 240, or 640 x 480). Even 640 x 480 is going to produce a large file size when all the images are combined. (I think the auto setting that the camera was on last week was 1024 x 768, which is larger than manageable).

· With the Digi-cam, the light exposure has to be SET on the cam for the duration of all the shots. 

· Shield lens from direct light.

· You should not use a very wide or fish-eye lens, as the distortion will not work in the final product.

· Dig cam is excellent for wide depth of field.

· Dig cam is also great for producing “straight images, with no distortion”.

QTVR SITES

Here are some relevant QTVR sites for software & general information.

· http://www.ii.rmit.edu.au/useful.html - scroll down for links to QTVR.

· QUICKSTITCH - $89.95  - http://www.harveynorman.com.au/  (go to software, graphics and creative, graphics, check the info button for Quickstitch).

· http://www.kodak.com.au/global/en/professional/hub/interactiveImaging/interactiveImagingIndex.shtml

· Panorama Maker - I've seen in Myer's for about $90 -

http://www.dccdesigner.com/Htm/Articles/ArcSoft_PanoramaMaker2000.htm
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